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Aqar Quf) and that the enemy appeared to be holding
a position ia advance of the hills. About dawn the
Cavalry gained contact with this advanced position,
completely surprising the Turks. However, instead of
galloping the position the Cavalry Commander decided
to outflank the Turkish right and to leave the attack
to the Infantry. The moment passed—surprise was thrown
away, and when the 7th Division went in to the attack they
were able to make but little progress, and that at the cost
of over seven hundred casualties. Meanwhile, the Cavalry
Division failed to locate or to outflank the enemy's right,
However, during the night 9th/10th, while the 13th Division
was forcing the crossing of the Diyala, the Turks
withdrew from their advanced position, and at day-
break on the 10th the 7th Division was able to
advance to attack the main position at Uxnm at Tubal.
Here, again, the enemy put up a strong resistance, and
throughout the day held off the attackers, who suffered very
much from extreme heat, thirst and strong hot wind and
dust-storms. By nightfall, nevertheless, the Turks appre-
ciated the hopelessness of their position. On both banks of
the Tigris the British, in vastly superior numbers,* were
pressing back the defence, their columns converging upon
Baghdad. To continue to stand outside the city meant
the annihilation of the XVIII Corps. On the night of' the
10th, therefore, after a straggle for which they deserve all
honour, the Turks withdrew from the positions covering
Baghdad and retreated northwards up the river.
On the afternoon of March llth, General Maude entered
the city, the goal which British policy had so long sought
to reach.
Politically, the end seemed gained; strategically, much
remained to do. General Maude at once commenced to con-
solidate his position—to make secure his force and his com-
munications. It was only to be expected that Turkey would
strain every nerve to restore the situation in her favour, and
although at the moment reports of the arrival of reinforce-
ments in Mesopotamia were vague, it was clear that there
was no time to waste. About Baghdad there were no good
covering positions from which the city could be defended.
*The XVIII Corps was 500 sabres, 9,000 rifles, and 48 guns
strong. General Maude had on the Tigris 3,864 sabres, 41,479 rifles,
and 174- guns.

